




Virginie	 Mark,	 65,	 lives	 in	 the	 island	 of	 Martinique	 and	 is	 trying	 to	 survive.	 She	
struggles	with	her	health,	finances	and	psychology	because	some	decaying	algae	has	





Rafts	 of	sargassum	seaweed,	 as	 much	 as	 300	 miles	 wide,	 began	 invading	 the	
Caribbean	in	2011.	In	2016,	the	problem	has	reached	a	crisis:	tons	of	seaweed	now	
stretch	from	Texas,	Galveston	to	northern	Brazil,	with	the	Lesser	Antilles	suffering	




The	 gas	 irritates	 eyes	 and	 throats,	 and	 can	 trigger	 asthma	 and	 nausea.	 Scientists	
differ	on	the	level	of	the	health	impact.	They	are	unsure	of	the	exact	reason	for	the	
seaweed	 invasion.	 Some	 hypothesis	 attribute	 it	 to	warmer	 oceans	 due	 to	 climate	
change.	Others	attribute	it	to	higher	levels	of	chemicals	from	pesticides	in	the	water.	
Chemicals	used	 in	agriculture	stream	through	 the	Amazon	River	 in	Brazil	then	get	
into	 the	 warm	 waters	 of	 the	 Atlantic,	 provoking	 an	 abnormal	algal	boom.	
Being	exposed	to	high	levels	of	gas	emission	can	also	be	deadly.	
	
The	 odor	 of	 the	 rotten	 seaweed	 also	 drives	 tourists	 away	 from	 beaches	 and	
restaurants,	and	the	tourism	economy	is	collapsing.	
				







week,	 Marlene	 has	 to	 clean	 her	 pipes	 because	 the	 gas	 emitted	 by	 the	 seaweed	
corrodes	 her	 household	 appliances;	 so	 she	wonders	what	 consequence	 the	 fumes	
could	 have	 on	 her	 organs.	 Marlene	 had	 to	 change	 her	 T.V	 set,	 microwave	 and	
computer	many	 times.	 Hundreds	 of	 seaside	 residents	 like	 her	 have	 lost	 countless	
thousands	of	dollars’	worth	of	televisions,	computers	and	other	appliances.	
	
The	 seaweed	phenomenon	also	 takes	a	 toll	 on	 local	businesses,	 as	 few	clients	 can	
stand	 the	 noxious	 odors.	 Fishes	 suffocate	 underneath	 thick	mats	 of	 algae	 and	 the	
fishing	industry	is	struggling.		
		
Some	seaside	residents	say	their	government	took	too	long	to	clear	the	beaches.	As	
the	story	unfolds,	we	understand	that	Virginie	feels	hopeless	in	front	of	a	situation	
she	can’t	change.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
